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WELCOME to the Villages Action Group Website. 

The Villages Action Group (VAG) originally formed to fight proposals for large-scale 
development of greenfield sites around the village of Westergate in 2003 that were 
being promoted as part of the West Sussex Structure Plan. VAG fought a long and 
hard campaign which resulted in the Structure Plan "Area of Search" being widened to 
"Arun District - West of the River Arun". This was a major achievement for the local 
community. Despite this victory, the threat of large-scale greenfield development is 
back! 

Residents of the Villages of Aldingbourne, Westergate, Eastergate and Barnham 
MUST fill in the CONSULTATION FORM and send it in to Arun District Council 
BEFORE 2nd April 2009 if you want your views to be considered. 

It may be filled in ON-LINE here or you may fill in a paper version when you have 
obtained one. 

On this last point Arun DC have not made it easy for you to obtain one of the paper 
Consultation Forms. They originally said it would be in the next issue of ARUN TIMES 
but seem to have changed their minds on this. 

Villages Action Group has a supply and we will be putting them in the Elm Tree Stores, 
and in SPR and as many shops as possible. We are attempting to do the job that Arun 
DC has neglected to do. Arun DC could have delivered the paper version of the form 
to every household in place of the Arun Times, (which very few people actually read), 
but that would have been too easy. 

A word of warning :- The Form is very difficult to answer clearly. the way some of the 
questions are phrased can mean that your answer may be mis-interpreted any way 
that Arun DC wishes. Take great care in how you answer each question , or even say 
that the question is unclear or ambiguous before giving an answer. Do not be 
intimidated by the very small boxes provided for your opinions and suggestions on the 
Options etc. Use an extra sheet if necessary. 

In particular Villages Action Group would like you to point out that:-  

1. The Villages of Aldingbourne, Westergate, Eastergate and Barnham are 
essentially rural and NOT urban as Arun DC would like them to be 
designated.  

2. The whole process of choosing between the 3 Options is deeply flawed 
because Arun DC are not acting impartially and have made it clear that they 
are absolutely opposed to the Eco Town at Ford, therefore leaving 
residents with only 2 choices when there should be 3.  

3. Option 3 is very specifically targeted at the Western end of the villages and 
NO villages to the East of Barnham are mentioned.  

4. All the arguments used in the Select Committee enquiry against the Ford 
Eco Town plan can be used equally or even more forcefully to defend the 
Westergate, Eastergate, Barnham area from urban development.  

5. See the list below for other reasons our villages should be left alone and 
not destroyed for some short term gain. 

� Employment : - Where would people work? It would be a dormitory 
settlement.  

� Services : - Will you be able to get your children into local Schools of 
your choice, or get appointments with local Doctors ?  

� Traffic :- Traffic resulting from this many extra houses would cause 
huge congestion locally, which would not be relieved by a By-Pass, 
but feed into it and onto the A27 at Crockerhill and Fontwell.  

� Police/ : - The above mentioned traffic can only cause even worse 
response Ambulance times for the emergency services than the 
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present sub-standard ones that we have already.  
� Communities :- It would damage the rural character of the 3 villages.  
� Flooding :- Drainage and run off problems would worsen, causing 

more widespread flooding.  
� Environment :- Countryside would be devastated, wildlife habitats and 

attractive landscape destroyed and high grade farmland taken out of 
use.  

� Sustainability : - Homes should be located close to jobs, leisure 
services, public transport. Re-use of brownfield land is more 
sustainable. Option 3 would result in massive numbers of car 
journeys.  

� Housing need :- The villages need small numbers of affordable homes 
for local people. The villages are a long way from areas of greatest 
housing need.  

 
Many of the points on this list are taken from ADC�s "Strategic Development 
Locations Matrix", which rejected Westergate as unsustainable for these reasons and 
was approved by the Arun's LDF Committee in August 2007, but is no longer available 
on Arun DC�s Website. 
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