
Comments by Mr A J Allison Woodland West Walberton Lane Walberton  Arundel 
West Sussex BN18 0QS on Green Infrastructure and Drainage Local Plan 2012  

On page 221 Policy DM25 there is mention of Walberton and Barnham Green (?) 
Infrastructure Corridor under Type A. I assume the reference should be Walberton Green 
to Barnham but as Fontwell is within the parish of Walberton and that the corridor 
between Walberton Green and Fontwell covers all the requirements in that section it 
should also be included. (It is interesting to note that this year the BBC chose Fontwell as 
a location for its national programme on the Night Sky.) I consider that the hatched area 
on Arundel, the Six Villages and Surrounding Area Map 2 be extended northward from 
Eastergate Lane to the old Arundel Road as far eastward to Copse Lane to embrace 
woodland, springs, emerging streams and ponds shown on the accompanying Ordnance 
Survey Map GI Corridor Walberton Green and Fontwell pdf doc.   

The name Fontwell is made up of Font – Old English from Latin fons, font “spring, 
fountain” and Well – “a shaft sunk into the ground to obtain water” and although this 
may be recognised on pages 11 of Sequential Test October 2009 development is endorsed 
in the Site Ref FON1, 3 AND 5 Appendix 4 and 5 covering Sites outside settlements with 
future potential.  

Map G 1 Indicative Risk of Groundwater Flooding shows Fontwell at High Groundwater 
Flood Risk and under Flooding from Groundwater pages 2-4 to 2-5 of Arun District 
Council SFRA (February 2008) it recognises “Groundwater can often emerge over a 
large or diffuse area but can also emerge from a single point. The location of the 
emergence points cannot be accurately located.” Any development in Fontwell may be at 
risk therefore but more importantly such development may have significant effect on the 
subsurface and surface drainage of the environs within the catchment. 

On p 287 Section 20.2 Flooding there is reference in para 20.2.1 to risk of flooding due to 
high water table and reference to Arun and Western Streams CFMP 2009. In the 
Introduction to that Report the EA Regional Director states that “coverage of surface and 
groundwater is however limited due to lack of available information”. Also on p 287 in 
para 20.2.3 mention is made of specific flooding problems, including Barnham which has 
experienced significant foul and surface water problems. This equally applies between 
Fontwell and The Street Walberton as witnessed following rainfall events this summer 
and earlier events referred to in the attached bundle of papers.  I consider therefore that 
similar references to Walberton Parish be included in the Local Plan.  

Risk from flooding should be properly described in FON1, 3 and 5. The new wording 
should embrace the type of flooding as defined on pages 2-4 and 2-5 of Arun District 
Council SFRA (February 2008) and shown on Maps L, G1 and S. The wording needs to 
refer to “high risk from groundwater flooding” and “significant foul and surface water 
problems” referred to above and Map S amended to include such incidents.  

The effects of any development on possible pollution to the aquifer also need to be 
included. 

ID: 1818 1819



 
Bundle of Papers attached to Comments on Local Plan 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In the minutes of the meeting of the Barnham Drainage Group on 19 September 2001 it is recorded that 
representations had been received regarding flooding problems in Walberton and the need for the Group to 
consider flooding issues in the area as part of the work 
 

Meeting with Southern Water 15 June 2001 
Present:  Neil Burns   Southern Water Regional Sewerage Engineer 
  Mike Yung Hok Southern Water Underground Services 
  Martin Jones  Southern Water Technician 
  Alan Allison  Walberton Parish Council 
 
Alan Allison welcomed the Southern Water Representatives and explained the reason for 
the meeting was a follow up to that held in April when residents invited Southern Water, 
Sussex CC Highways, Arun DC and the Environment Agency on site to discuss drainage 
problems encountered over the last autumn and winter. Unfortunately Southern Water 
had not been able to send a representative at that time. 
 
Neil Burns was aware of the problems in The Street near Maple Parade and understood 
the difficulties in getting the water away. The problems experienced last winter at the 
southern end of West Walberton Lane and Mill Lane were appreciated, as was the raising 
of the manhole covers when under water pressure along The Street. Southern Water 
considered that the system was adequate under normal conditions.  
 
Alan Allison described the matter of flooding at the top of West Walberton Lane at its 
junction with Wandley's Lane and the recent pipe connections associated with the 
Hunters Mews development was discussed. It would appear that the surface water was 
connected to the Highways Drainage at the junction which meant that the surface water 
from the development would appear to be directed down West Walberton Lane and into 
the ditches for which the Riparian Owners were responsible. It was Alan Allison's 
opinion that the existing ditches would not be able to take the flow and in effect the new 
development would cause flooding to the properties on the south side of West Walberton 
Lane.  
 
Southern Water agreed that during the last ten years they had been concerned about their 
drainage system in West Walberton Lane and subsequent to a CCTV survey had notified 
residents that surface water connections to the system would cause problems. However 
much of the additional flow had been caused by the natural groundwater getting into the 
system. Subsequent to a complaint by a resident halfway down West Walberton Lane it 
was found necessary to alter the gradient of the pipe. Southern Water said that they were 
obliged to agree to the developer connecting foul water to their sewer in Arundel Road 
and agreed that as a result it would also increase the flow in their system down West 
Walberton Lane.  It seemed likely that the Hunters Mews Development would also 
squeeze more of the natural groundwater towards West Walberton Lane and this would 
be exacerbated by the use of soakaways taking roof and conservatory run-off. The 
additional surface water drainage into the Highways drainage system down West 
Walberton Lane and into the ditches could also get into the Southern Water system. 
There was a need to look again at the drainage system. 



 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Alan Allison  
To: Neil Burns  
Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2004 7:41 AM  
Subject: Sewer Survey Arundel Road/West Walberton Lane Walberton West Sussex  
Neil  
Long time no see. I hope that you are well.  
I have been trying with little success to get an update on the survey that took place about a year ago on the 
sewer that runs down West Walberton Lane. Unfortunately neither the Parish nor the District Council have 
been much help. The latter has after some considerable pushing given me the name of Mr Douglas who I 
believe is a Planning Engineer in your offices.  
My apologies therefore in bothering you.  
As I understood from the people who carried out the above on your behalf the sewer on my property was 
OK but the efficacy of the sewer running through the property previously named Appledore but now named 
Richmond House in Arundel Road was suspect as was the sewer in West Walberton Lane. You may recall 
that I queried the adequacy of the sewer in West Walberton Lane when I was on the Parish Council and we 
had a discussion about it on site. Also as Richmond House which backs onto my property is now being 
developed so as to be more than double the original Appledore I am very much concerned about the overall 
effects to me and others in the neighbourhood.  
I am still keeping myself busy going to various meetings at CIRIA and the ICE on drainage etc and in 
particular SUDS.  
Best wishes  
Alan Allison  
valanem Environmental Management  
Woodland  
West Walberton Lane  
Walberton  
West Sussex  
BN18 0QS  
Tel No. 01243 542301 
 
Message date : Dec 10 2004, 10:25 AM 
From : "Burns, Neil"  
To : "'Alan Allison'"  
Copy to : "Stubbs, John"  
Subject : RE: Sewer Survey Arundel Road/West Walberton Lane Walberton West Sussex 
Alan  
Sorry for the delay but my investigations into the West Walberton Lane sewer have been 
somewhat protracted and have been dependant upon the results of the OFWAT 2005-2010 Final 
Determination, the results of which were only received on 2 December.  
Our records show that the West Walberton Lane sewer has a record of blockages affecting 
several properties in the area including Pantiles, The Pines, Willows, Brookside, Findon House 
and several others. However I am pleased to inform you that, following the increase in funding 
granted by OFWAT for sewer refurbishment, we are planning to undertake remedial work on this 
sewer during 2005-06. This will correct the various structural defects that give rise to these sewer 
blockages.  
I hope this satisfies your concerns over the adequacy of the sewer.  
Regards  
Neil Burns  
Regional Sewerage Engineer  
Ext 6165  
Tel 01962 716165  
Mob 07788 150155  
Fax 01962 715246  
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Sent: 14 August 2005 22:20 
To: Burns, Neil 
Cc: Angela Rollinson; Ray Huskisson 
Subject: Sewer West Walberton Lane 
 

Neil  

Further to my e-mail of 9 August I spoke to one of your Inspectors looking at the sewer in WWL on Wednesday 
who told me that the sewer was again blocked - I assume that somebody else had reported this and it was not as a 
result of my e-mail seeking info on progress. He had already raised the manhole outside my preperty and thought 
it would have to be replaced. The men were on site for some hours and their van was parked outside the property 
alomost opposite mine for much of the afternoon. They also returned on Friday and I note that the manhole has 
been marked with a blue square.  

 

I am copying this to the Parish Council for info.  

Kind Regards  
 

Alan 

From: Burns, Neil  

To: 'Alan Allison'  

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2005 10:52 AM  

Subject: RE: Sewer West Walberton Lane  

 
Alan Apologies for the slight delay in replying to your original email. I have been awaiting 
confirmation of the details of the sewer refurbishments in West Walberton Lane which, 
due to annual leave, I only received this morning. Work will commence this financial year 
on sealing groundwater leaks on six manhole chambers between Woodcroft and the 
junction with Wandleys Lane. This will prevent the sewer from being unnecessarily 
overloaded during periods of prolonged rainfall. Following this we are planning major 
works to relay 415m of the sewer between Hazelwoods and Findon House to rectify the 
structural problems that are leading to the repeat blockages, although as yet this part of 
the works has not yet been programmed. I have made arrangements for the manhole 
cover and frame outside your property to be replaced and this will be done within the next 
two weeks.  

I hope this brings you up to date with the situation and resolves your immediate problem 
with the rocking cover.  

Regards  
Neil  

Neil Burns  
Regional Sewerage Engineer  
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Notes of events that took place on the 11.7.2007 and 12.7.2007 with respect to a blocked main sewer 
in West Walberton Lane.  
 
11.7.2007  
9pm.        Observed water backing up in toilet. Lifted both manhole covers in the front garden, both 
blocked. rodded out sewer pipe between my manhole and the road, used 50ft of rodding, no blockage.  
 
11am approx.  Phoned Arun District Council Environmental Health said I thought main sewer in the 
road was blocked, he said I should call a contractor to double check my drains as it was very rare for 
a main sewer to be blocked. He said the council used Sussex Arun Contractors and said I could 
possibly use them.  
 
1130am. Phoned Sussex Arun Contractors, said they would be on site in an hour or so.  
 
1250pm. Contractor arrived, pressure hosed my sewer pipes found no problem, lifted manhole in 
West Walberton Lane outside Fresh-Acre found completely blocked. There was no question about 
this both contractors men and I saw the sewage lapping at the top of the manhole.  
 
1.15pm. Contractor phoned Southern Water told them of main sewer blockage, they said they would 
send someone to check.  
 
1.40pm approx. Phoned Southern Water was put through to Adrian in the Technical Dept he said 
Southern Water were on their way. I raised the question of payment to the contractor, he asked 
someone else in his dept for advice. He came back and said Southern Water would foot the 
contractors bill, just get them to send the invoice to Customer Services, Southern House, Yeoman 
Road, Worthing, BN13 3NX.  
 
3pm. very approx. Sometime during the afternoon spoke to someone in Southern Water re main 
sewer blockage they said someone would be on site as soon as possible but could not say when.  
 
Note, Have observed during the afternoon that the water in our stream is higher than usual and has 
turned a funny colour.The water (or sewage) has continued to rise during the afternoon.  
 
6pm. approx. Phoned Southern Water emergency number asked when main sewer blockage would 
be dealt with, spoke to Arron he said it had been reported as a main sewer blockage at 1.15pm but 
nothing had been done about it as it was a private matter. I asked if it was Southern Water’s 
responsibility as the main sewer was blocked he said it was, and agreed (most reluctantly) to get 
someone to come out straight away to check. Told him the manhole where the blockage was , outside 
Fresh-Acre in the road.  
 
Note,  I cannot understand the attitude of the emergency man (Arron). His attitude was that it was a 
private matter (whatever he meant by that) and it is obvious that if I had not phoned and pressed 
him to send someone out to check nothing would have been done. If action had been taken earlier 
sewage would not have built up in the stream and it would not have been necessary to drain it.  
 
7.45pm.  Southern Water man arrived, checked main sewer, still blocked, checked stream 
(chemically) full of sewage. Will unblock main sewer then come back and check with me. Said he 
would need to check with his manager what course to take. It was decided it would be necessary to 
drain stream to avoid further contamination.  
 
8.15pm. Southern Water man phoned for tanker to drain stream.  
 
10.30pm. Tanker arrived , stream drained. The Southern Water man who attended was very 
proficient and helpful at all times and said Environmental Agency would check the area out 
tomorrow (12.7.07), and a tanker would probably arrive tomorrow to flush out the main sewer 
system.  



 
12 midnight approx. Tanker driver and Southern Water man left.  
 
12.7.2007.  
1145am.   Tracy Rowlands,  Environmental Agency Team Leader phoned. I explained what had 
transpired regarding the sewage blockage incident in some detail. She said she would raise these 
problems at the next meeting she attended with Southern Water. She said Southern Water were 
going to survey the main sewer pipes with CCTV camera’s today to see if they could find out where 
the sewage leak occurred. She also gave me her telephone number 0800-80-70-60 to ring if any 
further sewage leakage problems occurred. and also the number of her local Environmental 
colleague Fay Baldrey 01903-8232-580. Tracy said she had attended site this morning and checked 
the lake at Pines and there was no pollution.   
 
 
       E.W.Stockdale.  
        “Stansted”  
           West Walberton Lane.  
              01243-543984.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





ID: 1818, 1819





ID: 1173 1194 1195








	Blank Page
	Blank Page

