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Policy SP8: Strategic Housing, Parish and Town Council Allocations 
Page 109 
 
Policy SP8 proposes new development of approximately 2,000 homes in the 
Barnham, Eastergate and Westergate area. This area is served by Lidsey 
Wastewater Treatment Works (WTW). 
 
You will be aware that the Lidsey catchment suffers from poor surface water 
drainage and high groundwater levels during periods of wet weather. This 
water inundates the sewerage system and compromises its functioning, as 
the system is not designed to take water which should be dealt with by 
appropriate land drainage. A Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) is 
required to identify and implement solutions to overcome this, so that the 
sewerage system can function as intended.  
 
West Sussex County Council is the lead organisation for the SWMP. Southern 
Water has been working closely with the County Council to progress the Plan, 
as well as other organisations with surface water management 
responsibilities, including Arun District Council and the Environment Agency. 
It is important that this work continues and is supported by Arun’s Local Plan 
in the context of the proposal for 2,000 new homes in the catchment. 
 
New development can progress in the catchment from Southern Water’s 
perspective, provided the development does not make the existing situation 
worse. This can be achieved if the development connects to the sewerage 
system at the nearest point of adequate capacity, and infrastructure is 
constructed to prevent inundation of surface water and groundwater. Only foul 
water should be permitted to discharge to the sewerage system, in 
accordance with Building Regulations. Separate and appropriate surface 
water management measures will be required to ensure the risk of flooding, 
both on-site and downstream of the site, is not increased. 
 
In terms of wastewater treatment capacity at Lidsey Wastewater Treatment 
Works, investment would be required to provide additional capacity to serve 
the proposed development. This can be planned and funded in parallel with 
development through the water industry’s investment planning process 
(referred to as Ofwat’s five yearly price review process). We have not 
identified any environmental constraints that might prevent Southern Water 
from providing the necessary capacity. We anticipate that the Environment 
Agency would agree to a new or amended environmental permit at the works 
should this be required towards the end of the planning period. 
 
To summarise, Policy SP8 should recognise more strongly than is currently 
the case that: 
 

• The Lidsey catchment area is subject to a Surface Water Management 
Plan, and Arun District Council is committed to working with partners to 
implement measures to improve surface water drainage and reduce 
the risk of flooding. 
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• Development will need to connect to the sewerage system at the 
nearest point of adequate capacity, as defined by Southern Water, and 
be constructed to minimise surface- and groundwater inundation. Only 
foul water will be permitted to discharge to the sewerage system. No 
surface or groundwater will be permitted to discharge to the foul 
sewerage system; whether by direct connection, underground leakage 
or inundation from the surface. The Council will work with Southern 
Water and impose planning conditions to achieve this objective (see 
Note 1 below). 

• Additional wastewater treatment capacity will be required at Lidsey 
Wastewater Treatment Works, which can be delivered in parallel with 
development through the water industry’s five yearly investment 
planning process. The Council will work with Southern Water to support 
delivery of necessary capacity. 

 
 
Note 1: Southern Water acknowledges that this issue is elaborated in Policy 
DM38, which includes a section on water quality in the Lidsey Wastewater 
Treatment Works Catchment Area, which we fully support (subject to 
clarifications, please see separate representation on Policy DM38). However, 
the issue should also be acknowledged in Policy SP8, where the 2,000 new 
homes proposed in the catchment are identified. 
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Policy DM20 
Page 188-189 
 
 
Southern Water fully understands the planning authority’s intention to protect 
open space, sport and recreation facilities. However, it is important that 
policies do not unduly restrict provision of essential water supply and 
wastewater infrastructure should the need arise. The policy text should 
recognise that essential utility development will be permitted in such areas if 
the benefit of the development outweighs the harm, and no reasonable 
alternative site is available. 
 
We propose the following additional bullet point in the first section of Policy 
DM20: 
 

• the development is for essential utility infrastructure, the need for 
which clearly outweighs the harm or loss, and no reasonable 
alternative site is available. 
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Policy DM25 
Page 221-223 
 
Southern Water fully understands the planning authority’s intention to protect 
Green Infrastructure Corridors. However, it is important that policies do not 
unduly restrict provision of essential water supply and wastewater 
infrastructure should the need arise. The policy text should recognise that 
essential utility development will be permitted in Green Infrastructure 
Corridors if the benefit of the development outweighs the harm, and no 
reasonable alternative site is available. 
 
We propose the following additional text in Policy DM25 relating to each type 
of Green Infrastructure Corridor:  
 
Type A: insert an additional sentence at the end of the section: 
 
Development for essential utility infrastructure will be permitted in Type A 
Green Infrastructure Corridors in exceptional circumstances if it is 
demonstrated that the need for this development clearly outweighs any harm 
or loss, and no reasonable alternative site is available. 
 
Type B: insert additional text in the last two paragraphs: 
 
Within the Eastergate and Barnham Green Infrastructure Corridor, 
community, essential utility infrastructure and housing growth will be permitted 
as defined in Policies SP8 and SP20. 
 
Within the Angmering Green Infrastructure Corridor, community, essential 
utility infrastructure and road infrastructure growth (not housing) will be 
permitted. The enhancement of …….. 
 
Type C: insert an additional sentence at the end of the section: 
 
Development for essential utility infrastructure will be permitted in Type C 
Green Infrastructure Corridors in exceptional circumstances if it is 
demonstrated that the need for this development clearly outweighs any harm 
or loss, and no reasonable alternative site is available. 
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Paragraph 20.1.5 
Page 281 
 
Paragraph 20.1.5 states that communities within the Lidsey catchment have 
experienced foul water flooding, which “is assumed to be caused by the 
sewerage system being overloaded”. This is not correct. It is recognised that – 
unfortunately – foul water flooding has occurred due to inundation of the 
sewerage system by surface water and groundwater. This is extremely 
distressing for those affected. However, the fundamental problem is not the 
sewerage system, but surface water flooding and groundwater infiltration 
which overwhelms the infrastructure, and compromises its functioning. The 
system is not designed to accept surface water which should be dealt with by 
appropriate land drainage (surface water management systems). 
 
Southern Water therefore requests the following amendments to paragraph 
20.1.5: 
 
Communities within the catchment area of Lidsey Waste Water Treatment 
Works have been experiencing foul water flooding of roads and property, 
which has led to pollution of watercourses. This is assumed to be caused by 
the sewerage system being overloaded, as a result of groundwater infiltration 
and surface water inundation of the sewerage system, which compromises its 
functioning, as it is not designed to accept surface water which should be 
dealt with by appropriate land drainage. Surface water flooding has also 
occurred, possibly due to capacity in the main river network and its tributaries 
being exceeded.
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Policy DM39 – Water Supply and Quality 
Page 284 
 
Southern Water supplies water to parts of Arun District.  
 
Water supply 
 
We support the Council’s intention to promote water efficiency. 
 
We note the planning authority’s intention to require water efficiency 
standards in residential development of 105 litres per person per day (Level 3 
of the Code for Sustainable Homes), reducing to 80 litres per person per day 
(Level 5) by 2016. 
 
We support the planning authority’s aspirations to deliver housing that meets 
high water efficiency standards. However, we have concerns with regard to 
the deliverability of per capita consumption of 80 litres per head per day. 
Southern Water has no powers to enforce this level of water efficiency. The 
enforcement role would therefore fall to the planning authority. 
 
Water Quality 
 
Southern Water supports this section of Policy DM39, in particular bullet point 
b which requires that adequate drainage capacity, including both foul and 
surface water, is provided prior to the completion and occupation of 
development. We anticipate that the planning authority will impose planning 
conditions to support implementation of this policy. Ofwat, the water industry’s 
economic regulator, takes the view that the local infrastructure required to 
serve new development should be paid for by the development. This ensures 
that the cost is passed to those who directly benefit from it, and protects 
existing customers who would otherwise have to pay through increased 
general charges. 
 
Although we support the section as outlined above, we are concerned that the 
protection of drinking water supplies may not have been adequately 
addressed. A key role of Arun’s Local Plan is to ensure that the quality and 
potential yield of water resources are protected from any adverse effects 
caused by new development. This will help to ensure that public water 
supplies are not put at risk. Development should not be allocated in 
groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs) unless the risk of contamination 
is acceptable to the Environment Agency, and/or mitigation measures are 
possible to the Agency’s satisfaction.  
 
We are concerned that this point has not been fully recognised in the wording 
of the Water Quality section of Policy DM39. We therefore propose the 
following additional bullet point: 

 

• Not have an unacceptable impact on the quality and potential yield of 
local water resources used for public water supplies; 
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Lidsey Wastewater Treatment Works Catchment Area 
 
Southern Water supports this section of Policy DM39, which attempts to 
address the impact of new development in the Lidsey catchment which suffers 
from poor surface water drainage and high groundwater levels during periods 
of wet weather. This water inundates the sewerage system and compromises 
its functioning, as the system is not designed to take water which should be 
dealt with by appropriate land drainage. 
 
The Policy refers to a Drainage Impact Assessment. We would welcome 
clarification on how this Assessment will guide planning decisions, as this is 
not currently clear from the policy wording. The principle from Southern 
Water’s perspective is that development can progress provided the existing 
situation is not made worse, i.e. as a minimum, the risk of flooding is not 
increased as a result of new development. From a foul water drainage 
perspective, this can be achieved if the development connects to the 
sewerage system at the nearest point of adequate capacity, and sewerage 
infrastructure is constructed to prevent inundation of surface water and 
groundwater. Only foul water should be permitted to discharge to the 
sewerage system (i.e. no surface or groundwater should be permitted; 
whether by direct connection, underground leakage or inundation from the 
surface).  
 
Surface water management measures will also be required and will need to 
ensure that the risk of flooding, both on-site and downstream of the site, is not 
increased. 
 
We anticipate that the planning authority will impose planning conditions to 
ensure that the above is achieved. 
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Policy SP25 – Quality of the Environment 
Page 305 
 
Southern Water supports Policy SP25 and its intention to ensure that existing 
industrial and commercial uses are taken into consideration when assessing 
proposals for development that is sensitive to odour. 
 
Southern Water endeavours to operate its wastewater treatment works in 
accordance with best practice. However, unpleasant odours inevitably arise 
from time to time as a result of the treatment processes that occur. For this 
reason, sensitive development such as housing must be adequately 
separated from wastewater treatment works and major pumping stations, to 
safeguard the amenity of occupants.  
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Policy SP26 – Infrastructure Provision and Implementation 
Page 323 
 
Southern Water is the statutory sewerage undertaker in Arun District. The 
company also supplies water to parts of the District. 
 
New and improved water and wastewater infrastructure would be required to 
serve the development proposed in Arun’s draft Local Plan. Tightening of 
environmental standards set by the Environment Agency is also a potential 
driver for new infrastructure. 
 
Policy SP26 states that the District Council will work to bring forward 
infrastructure required as a result of the Local Plan. We do not consider that 
this statement is sufficiently strong to support provision of strategic water and 
wastewater infrastructure.  
 
Delivery of the required infrastructure is dependent on a supportive planning 
policy framework at all levels – regional, county and local. The lack of strong 
planning policies could have a detrimental impact on delivery of infrastructure 
required to support new development. 
 
We therefore propose the following additional text to the first paragraph of 
Policy SP26 (new text underlined): 
 
The District Council will work to bring forward infrastructure required as a 
result of the Local Plan. Proposals by service providers for the delivery of 
utility infrastructure to meet the needs generated by new development and by 
existing communities will be encouraged and/or permitted, subject to other 
relevant policies. 
 
Southern Water supports the second paragraph of Policy SP26 which will help 
to ensure that new development is co-ordinated with provision of the 
infrastructure required to serve it. 


