
Clerk 
Mr. G. Sleet 
12 The Cedars 
Barnham 
Nr. Bognor Regis 
West Sussex PO22 0EZ 
 

    e-mail: g.sleet@btinternet.com 
Telephone/Fax: 
(01243) 554900 (after 6.30pm)            10th September 2012 
 
Mr S Meecham 
Planning Department      
Arun District Council      
DX: 57406 Littlehampton and by Fax and e-mail.      
 
Dear Sirs 
Re: Draft Local Plan - Submission. 

 

My council has considered the above draft plan in great detail. Full engagement 
has taken place with public consultation culminating in a “standing room only” 
council meeting with well over 220 parishioners in attendance. Following that 
meeting the council considered and resolved to agree the contents of a report by 
consultants, Navigus, which will form the evidence of the Aldingbourne, 
Barnham, Eastergate and Walberton cluster. 
 
The council wishes to submit the following on its own behalf and on behalf of the 
parishioners of this parish who wholeheartedly supported the council’s’ views. 
The council considers the plan not to be based upon sound evidence and, in fact, 
it feels that the evidence base is being produced in a piecemeal fashion during 
and after the plan is consulted upon rather than at the beginning of the process, 
which is clearly how the process was intended to be undertaken. The council 
considers that the plan does not even remotely “add up” in financial terms. The 
council welcomes a sound economically led plan, based on sound evidence. 
 
The plan will encourage more “out-commuting”, damage the gaps between the 
villages and proposes a new A29 which does not connect in any logical way. In 
addition, it does not provide any money for new facilities and ignores the flooding 
and drainage risks. The council may consider that all of Arun is on a flood plain 
but the area proposed for over 2000 houses is clearly a major player in keeping 
flooding at bay in many of the highest risk areas such as Felpham, Elmer, 
Bersted and Shripney. There are other lower risk areas available for housing and 
the housing does not need to be concentrated in one area.  
 
The council notes that the Arun LDF sub-committee, endorsed by the full council, 
voted for the lower housing numbers in Option 1 and made it clear that the way 



to achieve the economic strategy was through education actions not higher 
housing numbers. The appearance is that Option 2 is only in the plan to fund a 
new road in the wrong place. The council therefore agrees with Option 1 in 
regard to housing numbers. 
 
As far as the Options relating to the A29 goes, the clear feeling of the public and 
the council is that the proposals are ill thought out, contrary to the councils’ own 
consultants’ views, and cannot take account of the effect of the Bognor Northern 
Relief Road. It is clearly illogical to run an A road into a B road in a small local 
gap which manages to prevent the coalescence of two villages and which was 
considered worthy of protection by the Government Inspector in the Brooks 
Nursery Appeal. The loss of agricultural land will mean a loss of employment and 
of self sufficiency and would be contrary to the environmental policies of the 
District Council.  
 
The council, with the full support of its parishioners, rejects all of the options in 
relation to location of the road.  
 
The council strongly suggests that the District Council adds a regional strategic 
context to the plan with appropriate consultation with neighbouring districts. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
G R Sleet 
Clerk to the Council 
 
 
 


