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Formal submission of comments and objections by Ford Enterprise Hub (FEH) :    

   

Sustainable growth on PDL      

 

In considering the Core Strategy for its Local Development Framework Arun District Council has, since 2005,   

consciously  avoided objective consideration of a new settlement on brownfield land at Ford  Airfield on the same 

terms as it considered other LDF options .    Examination of this Local Plan for 2013-2028 will be the first 

opportunity for independent scrutiny, in public, not only of the proposals in the Draft Plan but the nature of the 

process followed by the Council, a procedure which is felt to be seriously flawed.  

 

At a special Cabinet meeting in April 2008 the Council launched a campaign against development at Ford Airfield 

though it was, at the same time, one of three options under consideration within the Council's own LDF process.   

The Council went further to provide accommodation and support for meetings held by a special interest group 

campaigning against development at Ford.   This was in breach of responsibility to take a district-wide approach to 

strategic planning and to treat equally with all areas and groups.     

 

The Draft Local Plan, at 13.1.14 says "The development of land that has not been previously been developed 

(greenfield) should only be considered where brownfield land cannot be developed."   It is remarkable, therefore, 

whilst no use is to be made of the dis-used airfield it is proposed that up to 2,300 houses be built on greenfield land 

just 2 miles to the west where access to the road network, and the A27  in particular, is no less problematic than at 

Ford. 

 

In 2004/2005 the case for re-use of a very large area of previously developed land, alongside the little-used railway 

station astride the regionally important railway line was considered by the Joint Downland Area Committee 

(JDAC), the community forum created by District and County Authorities in order to draw parish councils into local 

governance.   A formal motion called for the LAs to consider the concept for a new settlement on Ford Airfield 

parallel with improvement to the A27 in both the LDF and the Local Transport Plan, the issues of major 

development and transport infrastructure being inextricably linked, and was a forerunner in 'Localism' some 7 

years ahead of developments in government policy.    The authors were a former District Councillor, a former 

County Councillor and a serving Parish Councillor, each free of Party political influence or beneficial interest in 

development in the District.   It was taken forward as Ford Enterprise Hub (FEH - see www.fordenterprisehub.com) 

and became the basis for an Eco Towns submission which gained government support and was one of only ten 

schemes which reached final  consideration.          

 

In the intervening years Arun DC has signally failed to meet the housing and employment needs of a growing 

population.   The result is economic regression in the District and a long and growing waiting list for social housing.    

Paradoxically this occurred during years of business confidence and economic buoyancy across southern Britain. 

 

 A low pay economy is too dependent upon low skilled and low paid work in tourism, horticulture, warehousing 

and the retail sector.   It is over-reliant upon expansion in the public sector, spending by pensioners and above all 

upon a high level of out-commuting.    Two of these mainstays, jobs in the public sector and pensioner spend, are 

subject to contraction for the foreseeable future.  The Draft Plan sees the third, out-commuting, as a feature of 

the local economy to be significantly reduced and we strongly support that objective.          

 

Government priorities reflected in the NPPF and the Localism Act require local planning authorities, in the national 

interest, to meet housing demand fully and to provide for high levels of economic growth.    The expectations for 

this Local Plan will be way above achievement in Arun when business confidence was relatively high. 
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In 2012 it is time, therefore, to be clear on  meeting national and local needs for growth in the economy and the 

provision of homes;  time to re-configure the District transport infrastructure and its place in the sub-region; time 

to make full use of wasted land before taking greenfields, time for Arun to become more attractive to investors. 

OBJECTION: 

Major development on Ford Airfield provides a unique opportunity to attract new industry and commerce, 

restructure local transport, maximise private investment, provide new homes, meet social, economic and 

environmental needs in the 21
st

 century and set new aspirations for young people.  We object to exclusion from 

the Draft Plan of full and balanced consideration of mixed development in a new settlement on the dis-used 

airfield on the same terms as its preference for expansion in the coastal towns and absorbtion of the villages. 

 

 

Transport issues : 

 
The A27 and major development  

                                             

As with every option for major development in the District the road network, constrained by deficiencies on the 

A27, is critical to development at Ford.    However, the radical proposal for a new settlement at Ford offers the 

best opportunity to reconfigure road and rail transport at the centre of the District astride a strategic railway.  

 

Uniquely and directly it serves the Government's objective to achieve economic growth in Coastal West Sussex.   

 

In 2012 it is time, therefore, to accept that sustainable growth west of the River Arun and construction of a by-

pass on the A27 around Arundel are essential to the well-being of present and future generations and that these 

two elements are inextricably linked.       

OBJECTION; 

 

The Draft Plan should show Arun DC  vigorous in taking this particular opportunity to develop a new settlement to 

central government to justify investment in an Arundel by-pass on A27.   We object to the absence of any clear 

intent to achieve this or signs of enlisting the support of partner authorities in West Sussex, in the Coast to Capital 

LEP and Coastal West Sussex Partnership as contributing to a strategy for growth in the sub-region. 

 

 

The A29 and major development 

In the absence of an Infrastructure Delivery Plan to show how this road will reach the A27 it is difficult to see 

proposals for a new route for A29 on alignment east of the present route as anything other than a road to link new 

development on a greenfield site with greater Bognor Regis.     Far from improving access from Bognor Regis to the 

SRN re-routing traffic into a T-junction on B2233 at Barnham would add greatly to present difficulties en route and 

within the villages.   B2233 is a busy east-west road constrained by physical barriers to large vehicles and serves 4 

schools, a neighbourhood shopping centre and a busy railway station.  

The new road alone would drastically transform the character of the villages; taken together with the major 

development necessary to fund the road this scheme is an ad hoc approach to the creation of a new settlement 

centred upon the villages of Barnham, Eastergate and Aldingbourne on greenfield land and is in stark contrast to 

the planned approach for a new settlement on brownfield land provided in proposals for the re-use of Ford 

Airfield.  
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Significantly, A29 does not appear as part of the SRN in the West Sussex Transport Plan 2011 nor does it feature as 

a road with "issues" within the county !    This indicates that in its most recent evaluation the Highway Authority 

does not see the A29 between A27 and Bognor Regis as of strategic importance.    The approach by Arun DC in this 

Draft Local Plan would appear to ignore this assessment casting grave doubt on the viability of proposals for major 

development in Barnham/Eastergate.  

OBJECTION: 

The case for major development at Barnham/Eastergate cannot be supported as improvement to connectivity in 

transport between Bognor Regis and the A27.   We object to the absence of traffic modelling or any attempt to 

demonstrate how A29 re-aligned would connect with the A27, in particular to the absence of an Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan showing how this is to be delivered.    

Housing   -  supply and demand 

We note that the Plan is not supported by updated evidence of the Housing Market (SHMA) at a time when the  

market lacks stability and when demand for affordable homes is rising whilst supply is moving in the opposite 

direction.  Provision over the next 15 years for those families unable to compete in the open market can be little 

more than guesswork.   

The SHLAA was factored into the Plan at a very late stage and some key findings are presented in the appendices. 

Members of the public are unlikely to be aware of the information and will not, perhaps, be aware of the intention 

to rule out all but piecemeal development on brownfield land at Ford Airfield before the year 2027 in spite of the 

assessment finding the opportunity it clearly presents in this Plan period to avoid the creation of a new settlement 

on greenfields embracing much of the traditional Five Villages.     

We note that the Plan shows the Council has two very different figures as the rate at which new housing units 

should be built during the Plan period; infrastructure issues are significantly affected by this dichotomy and 

proposals therefore lack credibility.    

OBJECTION: 

We object to the absence of up-to-date housing market intelligence to properly inform councillors and residents 

and the resulting hiatus in assessing need, especially in the provision of affordable homes.  

We welcome the existence, albeit at a very late stage, of the SHLAA and the light it throws upon the opportunities 

for major development on Ford Airfield during this Plan period.   We object to any intention to proceed with plans 

for what amounts to a new settlement on greenfield land at the expense of the character of three of the 

traditional Five Villages community until both that scheme and proposals for a new settlement on Ford Airfield 

have been considered openly by the council on equal terms.  

We object to significant uncertainty in the target rate for building new homes and feel that proposals for 

infrastructure therefore lack integrity, a factor which may put the Plan at risk  during public examination. We 

support the Government's intention to meet housing needs and regeneration in the national economy and 

therefore, at this stage, support the rate of building as 565 new homes per annum .      

Harold Hall 
former Leader of West Sussex County Council 
Submitted on behalf of Ford Enterprise Hub (FEH)      
 
Snowdrop Cottage 

Warningcamp 
Arundel, 
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